The correlation between plasma fibrinogen levels and the clinical features of patients with ovarian carcinoma.
Pre-operative plasma levels of fibrinogen, plasma prothrombin time, activated partial thromboplastin time and thrombin time (TT) were retrospectively examined in 105 patients with ovarian carcinoma and 21 control patients with benign ovarian tumour. Plasma cancer antigen 125 (CA-125) levels, pathological type, age, body mass index and blood group were evaluated. The TTs of patients with stage III and stage IV ovarian carcinoma were significantly shorter than in controls. Levels of plasma fibrinogen in patients with stage III and IV ovarian carcinoma were higher than those in patients with stage I and II ovarian carcinoma and the controls. There was a positive relationship between levels of plasma CA-125 and plasma fibrinogen in patients with stage II malignancy. There were no significant differences between plasma fibrinogen levels in patients of different age, BMI, blood group and pathological type. Shorter TT was an indication of advanced stage ovarian carcinoma, and fibrinogen was associated with the peritoneal carcinomatosis of ovarian carcinoma.